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Dear Editor,
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Dear Editor,
Goodbye Blairsville

Lake Nottely’s Health
Dear Editor,

•
Support Track & Field

Dear Editor,

Our office has received various questions about public water
in Union County and about Lake Nottley.  Though I have spoken 
on this topic in the past, I was asked to address certain concerns
for the sake of new residents.

Q. Does Union County operate a public water system?
A. No.  Coosa Water Authority and Notla Water Authority

are independent legislatively enacted 
entities that are not controlled by 
Union County or the City of Blairs-
ville. They are governed by their 
board of directors who are voted into 
office by the water users in their area.  
To clarify, Union County does not op-
erate a public water system.

Q. How are the Water Authority service boundaries
separated?

A. Coosa Water Authority mostly covers West of Blairs-
ville along the Blue Ridge Highway and parts of Owltown.  They 
have approximately 1,750 water customers. Notla Water Author-
ity mostly covers the Northeastern part of Union County and they
have approximately 5,860 water customers.  The City of Blairs-
ville provides water to the city and their services extend slightly
out of town in all directions and including the Airport Industrial
Park and Walmart. They have approximately 1,400 customers.
Many of those are commercial accounts.

Q. Why don’t you leave the Nottley Lake at full pool
throughout the entire year?  

A. Wouldn’t it be great if we could control the lake levels?
This is a sore spot with some lake homeowners as well as those 
who enjoy lake recreation.  However, Lake Nottely is owned by
the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), and the county has abso-
lutely no authority when it comes to determining the water levels.
Lake Nottley water levels are strictly controlled by TVA.  The
TVA organization balances many priorities when it comes to wa-
ter levels.  Recreation is not their primary concern.  Flood control
and power generation are two of their priorities.  

Q. Does TVA change the lake levels differently at certain
times of the year?

A. Absolutely! You may have already noticed some chang-
es very recently.  During the summer they do a pretty good job

Marvin Olasky is an academic, an author, and a Presby-
terian. That’s why it’s an eyebrow-raiser when he tells about 
his solitary mystical experience.

In his book, “Lament for a Father,” Olasky explains he 
was an atheist (and Marxist) pursuing a Ph.D. in American 
Culture in the 1970s. One afternoon he was reading Lenin. 
(“We must combat religion. It is 
the opium for the people.”) He 
became distracted and fell into a 
trancelike state. He was in a dark 
corridor with closed doors on both 
sides. He pushed one open, and ex-
perienced an explosion of light. He 
knew it was God. For the next eight 
hours, he sat still while his mind raced with questions. Then he 
wandered the campus in the cold and darkness of night. The 
next morning, he was no longer an atheist.

One of his next steps was to read Matthew’s gospel in 
Russian, focusing on each word. He read, “The Child who has 
been conceived in (Mary) is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear 
a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:20-21). He did not want to be 
a Christian, but over the next three years he journeyed toward 
the truth about Jesus. He was a professor at San Diego State 
when he embraced faith in Jesus as his Savior.

Unlike Olasky, Richard Dawkins is still an atheist. But 
Dawkins likes Christmas traditions - singing carols, decorat-
ing a tree, giving gifts. He calls himself a “cultural Christian.”  
That also describes church attendees who reject the virgin birth 
and other miracles. If no supernatural or spiritual reality exists, 
then Jesus was only an attractive (and deceptive) religionist 
who impressed his followers so much that they thought they 
saw him alive after he died.

To reject miracles is to reject the Jesus of the Bible. Ac-
cept them and “you have a Savior who came voluntarily into 
this world for our salvation, suffered for our sins upon the 
cross, rose again from the dead by the power of God…The 
difference between those two views is the difference between 
two totally diverse religions” (Gresham Machen, “Christianity 
& Liberalism”).

A couple of weeks ago I wrote an article
on GMOs. This week I’m going to talk about a
few more groupings that we make. I want to talk 
about what these names really mean, or don’t
mean, so that you can make educated decisions
when shopping, or selecting what you’re go-
ing to grow in your 
garden. This week I 
want to talk about 
organic, hybrid, 
and heirloom.

In the U.S. to 
advertise a product 
as organic or to put 
the USDA Organic label on a product, you must 
go through a lengthy certification process. You
must be able to prove that your product was
made without a long list of synthetic products.
To call something 100% Organic that product
must have 100% organic ingredients. To call
it Organic, it must contain a minimum of 95%
organic ingredients. To say that something is 
Made with Organic, it must have at least 70%
of its ingredients organic. A product that says it
contains Organic Ingredients does not require
certification. The USDA has a lot of regulations 
about the word organic, and becoming certified
organic is not an easy process. Even once you
are certified, you must pass periodic inspections 
to remain certified. Because of this, many prod-
ucts will use the terminology naturally grown,
sustainable, locally grown, or other phrases.
Usually, these words have a lot less regulation
and certification required to use them.

The term hybrid is used to describe seeds. 
Hybrid seeds are a cross between two parents 
with desirable traits to create an offspring that
has the best of both sides. Those desirable traits 
could be flavor, disease or insect resistance,
yield increase, color, or any number of other 
things. Hybrids have great uniformity, meaning
that as they grow that hybrid looks the same,
and will come ready to harvest at the same time.
Hybrids can be organic. They can be GMO. 
Most hybrids are conventionally bred, meaning
they are not genetically engineered. Hybrids
are a great option for your garden, because they
come with so many benefits. The drawback to
hybrids is that if you save the seed from them,
they won’t grow into plants that look like the
previous generation. If you want to have the
same hybrid year after year, you have to buy the 
seed. Hybrids started to become more popular
in the 1950s. Before hybrids, everyone planted
heirlooms.

Heirlooms don’t have a strict definition.
Typically, people think heirlooms are plant va-
rieties that have been around for a long time.
However, this is not always the case. Heirlooms
are open-pollinators. This means that you will

What was your favorite part of Thanks-
giving last week? Being with family and friends 
is always precious. Helping to serve meals at 
your local church is always rewarding. Sitting 
down at a full-course meal loaded with turkey, 
mashed potatoes and stuffing with gravy of 
course is a joy indeed. Saying thanks in prayer 
to God for all the provisions He has given us to 
partake of is essential, for all things do come 
from Him. Don’t ever think we can boast of 
anything we have done on our own. All things 
come from God’s gracious hands of love. We 
sing a song in church that goes something like 
this: Thank you Lord for giving to me salvation 
so rich and so free.

Salvation for humanity was paid at a 
heavy cost of Jesus Christ’s life on an old rug-
ged cross that Christians sing often to remind 
us that we have been blessed greatly of God for 
sending His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins, thus 
bringing us salvation so rich and so free. What 
we do afterwards depends on our allegiance to 
Christ and what He expects from us who have 
chosen Him as our Lord and Savior. Nothing 
comes free in this sinful life. There are always 
consequences to our actions, and how we serve 
the Lord depends on how much we adore and 
love Him.

Thank you Jesus for giving to us the gift 
of eternal life and the blessed assurance that, 
when we close this final chapter of our life and 
die, we are immediately ushered into glory by 
an angel of God, and there we shall live in har-
mony and peace forevermore.
Frank F. Combs

How could anybody who lives here full 
time not notice what has happened to OUR 
town and county? We are no longer a rural city 
— welcome to the new suburb of Atlanta. Ste-
reos blasting everywhere, choking traffic from 
one end of 129 to the other. And just try getting 
to a restaurant at lunch hour or even through 
town with people pulling out in front of you 
everywhere. Everyone’s in a big hurry, tailgat-
ing, speeding for no apparent reason except to 
get somewhere faster, never mind leaving a 
little early to get where you need to be on time. 
All our roads are being trashed with litter. “Me 
first” seems to rule the day.

We had a nice, small bible belt town, but 
I guess people moving here didn’t want that. 
They come in and cut down all our beautiful 
trees, then they plant grass and spend every 
other day on a riding lawnmower. There is no 
place left for the poor deer and other animals to 
go. People driving around with no mufflers or 
catalytic converters polluting the air with their 
stink and noise pollution.

I feel sorry for our police having to deal 

I’m sure most people who live in Union 
County or subscribe to our paper know what a 
great school system we have. We have a high 
graduation rate as well as a high number of our 
graduates going on to higher education. We have 
so many fun sports to watch on our home turf, 
but one sport is impossible for parents and fans 
to watch unless we go out of town.

We have unbelievable talent in track and 
field events, yet we have nowhere for compe-
tition events. Our old asphalt track is from the 
‘70s and cannot be used now. These kids work 
hard and compete at state level. I am so proud of 
every one of them and find it impossible to be-
lieve that Union County will not allocate funds 
to support them.

I believe we can do better. I believe our 
taxes can be used better. Our kids, Our future.
Pamala Kelley

The quality of the water in Lake Nottely 
has been a concern for many residents of Union 
County for years. This issue reached a boiling 
point when black-colored leachate from a land-
fill, containing toxic PFAS, was being added 
to the City of Blairsville wastewater treatment 
plant (WTP). The WTP discharges into But-
ternut Creek and then into Nottely River just 
before it merges with Coosa Creek to form the 
mouth of the Lake.

In two emails, I asked the Commissioner 
how the County was addressing the Lake health 
issues. His answer was: “Other than our asso-
ciation with Hiwassee River Watershed Coali-
tion, we do not perform water quality testing,” 
and, “I agree with you that there should be a 
regular ‘lake health’ report of some kind from 
someone, at least annually.” He continued that 
the County has complete confidence in HRWC 
(now MountainTrue).

However, in MountainTrue’s 2021 re-
port, there appears to be contradictory and 
generalized statements that are not supported 
by their data (mountaintrue.org and aas.gaepd.
org): “Lakes are largely unbothered by E. coli 
and other Pathogens”; “Twenty twenty-one has 
been kind to Hiwassee Lake, Lake Chatuge 
and Late Nottely. All three produced a total of 
11 readings with zero E. coli or other patho-

Thanks to everyone who came to the 
Courthouse on the Square on Saturday for our 
first “Christmas Present Wrapping Event.” In 
case you missed it, shoppers could bring their 
purchases to the Courthouse on Saturday, 
11/27, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Habitat vol-
unteers would wrap 
up their purchases 
in exchange for a 
donation. A great 
time was had by all, 
and we have plans 
to make this an an-
nual event!

The Blairsville-Union County Chamber 
of Commerce encourages its members to deco-
rate a tree at the Community Center (up by the 
golf course). Our Habitat Affiliate always par-
ticipates in this, and this year is no different.  
Thanks to Donna Towery, one of our faithful 
volunteers, for helping create many of the orna-
ments on Habitat’s tree, and taking the time to 
put it all together. It’s so cute! The ornaments 
are in the shape of tools and houses, and it has 
a hard hat for a tree-topper! Be sure and stop 

Traipsing around these mountains leaves 
me with many questions about the places I visit. 
How did the name of a place come about? Why 
did a person think of naming a place in the way 
it was named? Some places are evident for the 
name they are called. However, some leave me 
wondering.

For exam-
ple, looking to the 
northwest while 
walking off Bald 
Mountain on the 
Rocky Lead you 
can see a cove cut-
ting into the side of a high ridge. The creek cut-
ting through the cove is called Cross Mountain 
Branch. The creek appears to be flowing up and 
across the ridge, hence the name, “Cross Moun-
tain Branch.”

Another interesting place name is “Lord 
A Mercy Cove,” which can be found on the 
left side of Highway 180 while traveling south 
toward Tesnatee Gap on the Richard Russell 
Road. At this point the present road parallels the 
old Logan Turnpike. I have been told by people 
that the first folks that came here in a wagon 
across the turnpike exclaimed “Lord A Mercy” 
when they first viewed the cove from Tesnatee 
Gap. 

Forest Service Road 100 travels along the 
spine of Stephens Ridge before turning north-
ward. If you drive down this road you will pass 
through places like Jenkins Gap, named for an 
ancestor of the Jenkins family, Flint Gap, Sharp 
Gap and Chestnut Flats. I can guess that Sharp 
Gap was named due to the fact that it looks as 
if someone cut a slice out of the mountain. The 
incline from the ridge top into this gap is very 
sharp. I am sure Chestnut Flats was named for 
the many Chestnut trees which must have oc-
cupied the place at one time. Just south of this 
gap an ancient Indian trail can still be seen and 
followed. It disappears from time to time. But, 
if you are patient you can pick up the trail as it 
winds along the side of the ridge toward Track-
rock Gap. 

Down in Choestoe close to Pine Top 
Church is a place called the Mitchell Fields. 
Jerry Dyer took me to this old farmstead where 
you can still see the foundation of an old Spring 
House and other outbuildings. As I stood there 
looking across an area that was once fields of 
corn and collards, I wondered about the Mitch-
ell Family that once called this place home. 
In this area you can also find Stink Creek and 
Smell Branch.

Traveling through Owl Town, if you have 
the gumption, you can walk up to a ridge line 
on Forest Service property where you will al-
most stumble upon the remnants of an old fort. 

What a great week! I hope you all had
a chance to spend time with your family and
friends and had plenty to eat. I would like to
thank all those that participated in the BBQ
Cook-Off earlier in the year. Thanks to you 
and the First Baptist Church Feed the Hungry
program they were 
able to provide 
90 holiday meals 
to families in our 
community. 

It’s also time 
for the Tour of 
Trees at the Union County Community Center.
There are over 50 trees and wreaths that have
been decorated by our local businesses, and 
boy do we have some talented people. These
trees get bigger and better each year, and this
year is no exception. Come by the Community 
Center and vote for your favorite, and while
you are there, check out the Gingerbread Vil-
lage!

This Saturday is also Breakfast with
Santa sponsored by UCBI, Chick-fil-A, the
Chamber and the Post Office. Be sure to bring

Emergency management is something that most people 
assume is out there but they do not know much about it. They 
have heard of FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy) and some have heard of GEMA, which is the agency for the 
State of Georgia. Each county has a local Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (EMA) as well. All are responsible for prevent-
ing, preparing, mitigating, respond-
ing and recovering from disasters 
and major emergencies.

Most local EMAs belong to 
the Emergency Management Asso-
ciation of Georgia (EMAG), which 
is an organization that assists the 
local EMAs with performing their 
roles. EMAG has two conferences each year that provide train-
ing and information to the local EMAs. The latest conference 
was held at Brasstown Valley Resort in Young Harris. Several 
members of Union County EMA attended this conference. 

The first class that was attended was a Rescue Operations 
Training Workshop. The class presentation was a first viewing 
of the Basic Search and Rescue class that is being developed by 
the training division of GEMA. The workshop involved getting 
feedback from the persons attending the class to determine if 
there needed to be any additions or subtractions to the class. 
There was a great deal of feedback and discussion about how 
EMAs operate search and rescue in their area of the state. 

Search and rescue is a regular operation in our EMA, 
mainly because of the hiking trails in the county, including the 
Appalachian Trail. Of the over 75 miles of Appalachian Trail 
in Georgia, 39 miles are within or border Union County. We 
respond to approximately 50 missions each year ranging from 
locating a person to extracting them from the trail. The search 
and rescue workshop was helpful and Union County was proud 
to make a contribution.

The other class attended was Testing Emergency Opera-
tions Plans in a Rural Emergency Operations Center. This class 
was a FEMA class that included processes to review and test 
our Emergency Operations Plan. It also include information on 
how to better utilize the Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 

See Eckman, page 5A

See Tornabene, page 5A

See Dyer, page 5A
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have a lot more variability in 
what the plant looks like. They 
also will usually have less in-
sect or disease resistance than 
hybrids do, making them more 
difficult to grow. Heirlooms 
help to preserve genetic diver-
sity and connect us to the past, 
because the seeds carry the 
same genetics that generations 
before have planted.

If you have questions 
about seeds or gardening con-
tact your County Extension 
Office or email me at Jacob.
williams@uga.edu.

by and browse the many trees 
displayed by our local busi-
nesses, and get into the Holi-
day Spirit!

You have probably 
heard that we are in the pro-
cess of collecting applications 
for our next Habitat House. 
Over the past month or so, 
we have held four orientation 
meetings, but if you missed 
them, it’s still not too late! 
If you know of anyone who 
might want to apply for our 
next Habitat House, please 
encourage that person to call 
our office at 706-745-7101, 
and someone will fill them in 
on what it takes to become 
a  Habitat Homeowner. The 
deadline for applications is 
Jan. 7, 2022, so there is still 
time to apply!

 Habitat will have a 
float in the Blairsville Christ-
mas Parade that starts at 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 4.  Also, before the pa-
rade, there will be all sorts of 
activities on the square, such 
as pictures with Santa Claus, 
the Lighting of the Christmas 
Tree, Christmas Caroling, and 
several arts and crafts projects 
for kids. Habitat will have a 
table there, so bring your kid-
dos and they can make some 
Christmas ornaments to take 
home to hang on their Christ-
mas trees.

Have you ever thought 
about volunteering with us? 
We can always use the help! 
Of course, when we are in the 
middle of building a house, 
we always need volunteers to 
help do things like paint, build 

decks, lay flooring, do con-
struction cleanup, and install 
landscaping, just to name a 
few things. However, we need 
volunteers for other things too! 
Our ReStore is open six days a 
week, and we would love to 
have you stop by when you 
can and help our staff orga-
nize merchandise, price items, 
and help customers. We also 
have a project called “Helping 
Hands” where we do repairs 
for homeowners so they can 
stay in their houses — and we 
are always looking for volun-
teers for that.

There are also many 
small projects and events 
that we take on, not only to 
raise money, but also to raise 
awareness of our mission. 
We would love to have your 
help, whether it’s an “ongo-
ing” thing, a once-in-a-while 
thing, or a “one-time” thing… 
if you have the time, we have 
the project! Call us at 706-
745-7101 or just stop by to see 
what we have going on, and 
how you can help.

Well-meaning people of 
an atheist or cultural religion 
mindset can enjoy the giving 
and good will of Christmas 
for now. Just be aware that 
the truth behind the trappings 
beckons you to consider who 
Jesus is, and to believe in 
Him as the living God, the 
God of miracles! Everything 
may look different tomorrow 
morning, per Olasky.

The lyrics of the song 
“Jesus Saves” (Cottrell and 
Moffitt) include, “Day is 
breaking, night is quaking, 
God is making all things new. 
Jesus saves!” That is Olasky’s 
darkness-to-light story. He 
writes, “It’s forty-five years 
later, and my gratitude to God 
keeps growing. To God be the 
glory.” That can be your story, 
too.

of maintaining lake levels at or 
near full pool for boating and 
other recreation.  However, 
if the rainfall levels are low, 
lake levels typically fluctuate 
accordingly.  TVA does have 
a web site (TVA.com) and an 
app for your phone so you can 
keep up with lake levels and it 
shows their normal guide that 
they try to maintain assuming 
normal amounts of rainfall. 
For Lake Nottley daily water 
discharge information, resi-
dents can visit:  https://www.
tva.com/environment/lake-
levels/nottely.

Q. What are normal 
lake levels on Nottely Lake?

A. According to the TVA 
guide, the lake is at the lowest 
levels in the winter. For ex-
ample, on February 11, 2021, 
the lake hit its lowest levels 
for the 2020/2021 Winter sea-
son at 1760.28 feet above sea 
level.  Generally, it begins to 
rise in the later part of March 
and continues until full pool 
by the middle of May.  In an-

other example, the lake hit 
its highest level for 2021 on 
May 5, at 1777.84 feet above 
sea level.  The difference be-
tween the Winter 2021 low 
and Summer 2021 high is just 
over 17 feet for Lake Nottely.  
It remains at that general level 
until August or September if 
there is adequate rainfall.  For 
comparison, Lake Chatuge 
saw a Winter 2020/2021 low 
of 1917.19 feet above sea lev-
el and a Summer 2021 high of 
1926.17 feet above sea level.  
The difference between the 
low and high in 2021 for Lake 
Chatuge is almost 9 feet.  At 
the time of this writing, Lake 
Nottely stands at 1761.25 
above sea level.  This data is 
shown on the TVA Operat-
ing Guide for Lake Nottely.  
More specifically, the guide 
illustrates the lake level range 
goals set by TVA.  The guide 
can be found here:  https://
www.tva.com/environment/
lake-levels/Nottely/Operat-
ing-Guide.

with and arrest drug users, 
speeders, and more lawless-
ness every day. Maybe it was 
poor planning or only having 
one commissioner. Whatever 
the reason, I guess this is what 
people want. My heart breaks 
as I watch the new suburb of 
Atlanta taking shape.
George Eckman

gens”; “Lake Nottely’s Po-
teete Creek Park swimming 
beach also passed the EPAs 
235 cfu/100mL safe standard 
with flying colors”; “An-
other one of our worst sites 
of 2021, Meeks Park II along 
the Nottely River produced 
an average E. coli count 324 
cfu/100mL and failed to pass 
the EPA’s safe standard 53% 
of the time”; and so forth.

The data listed by 
MountainTrue showed no 
evidence that they actually 
tested sites on Lake Nottely 
in 2021. Poteete Creek Beach 
was tested in 2020. Their test 
results also showed that But-
ternut Creek and Nottely Riv-
er that discharge into the lake 
all had high E. coli counts. 
They established that Coosa 
Creek was dirty but they last 
sampled it in 2016.

The initial sector of 
Lake Nottely that receives 
dirty feeder streams is shallow 
and does not start to deepen 
until the Pat Colwell Bridge 
(a distance of approximately 
2 miles). This 2 miles is high-
ly populated with lake-front 
homes, a Club House (that is 
not contiguous with its three 
subdivisions), and a commer-
cial boat rental facility. In the 
summer months the lake wa-
ter in this sector looks dirty 
and like champagne with all 

the gas bubbling up from the 
lake sediment. An independent 
study conducted in 2021 pro-
vided evidence that this south 
end of the lake is usually at a 
high pollution level (28-page 
report sent October 20, 2021, 
to MountainTrue, Lake Not-
tely Improvement Associa-
tion, Environmental Protection 
Division, Union County and 
North Georgia News, as FYI). 
This study also gave evidence 
that the water quality greatly 
improved further downstream. 
A two-page summary of this 
report is posted on www.lak-
enottely.org.

In one of the emails from 
the County: “It may be difficult 
to divide the lake up into sec-
tions up to Highway 515 from 
Pat Colwell Bridge. This entire 
area is almost completely dry 
other than the stream bed once 
Winter pool is reached.” This 
statement explains why the 
health of the lake is an issue – 
while the pollution in the feed-
er streams remains relatively 
constant, the pollution level 
per unit of Lake water increas-
es as the pool level decreases, 
and with the accelerated flow 
it travels further downstream. 
What is missing is a sanctioned 
“regular ‘lake health’ report of 
some kind from someone, at 
least annually.”
Thomas G. Tornabene

Tornabene... continued from Page 4A

The EOC is the coordination 
and information center for the 
county if there was a major 
incident or disaster. The class 
was useful and there were 
many ideas that were brought 
back to our EMA.

Union County EMA 
was happy to attend these 
classes. We are always trying 
to learn more and improve in 
order to better prepare and 
serve our community. Al-
though EMA may not be on 
the forefront of everyone’s 
mind, Union County can rest 
assured that the EMA is there 
and constantly improving. 
Union County Fire Depart-
ment ~Our Family Protect-
ing Your Family~ 

There are many Fort Moun-
tains around north Georgia. On 
this particular mountain you 
can still see the foundations of 
a walled-in area that appears to 
have been a fort. I have heard 
many theories about why this 
fort was built. People have told 
me it was built by Spaniards to 
protect them from attacks by 
either the English or Cherokee. 
However, I like to think it was 
built by the Cherokee to protect 
their villages from the giant 
bird that once terrorized the lo-
cal people. This bird swooped 
down from the high ridges 
and took away unsuspecting 
children. Legend has it that a 
string of forts were built along 
the Blue Ridge to watch for the 
terrible bird. One Indian man 
fell asleep while on duty and 
the bird attacked his village. 
As punishment, God struck the 
man with lightning, and that is 
how Standing Indian Mountain 
came to be named. 

While on a hike with 
Harold Dyer we were walking 
up around Low Gap toward 
Chattahoochee Gap. The trail 
follows an old road bed for 
much of the trail. We came 
upon a place where stones were 
stacked upon each other by the 
CCC boys. These stones were 
used in the construction of the 
road bed we were following. 
Harold began telling me about 
his father, Little Ed Dyer. Ed 
and one of his uncles used to 
have some hogs up around Low 
Gap, which the two men kept 

fed. In the fall of each year they 
would gather the hogs and drive 
them to market in Gainesville. 
The men would drive the hogs 
across the road which Harold 
and I were walking to Tesnatee 
Gap and south down the Logan 
Turnpike to Cleveland and on 
to Gainesville. But, Harold said 
the Logan Turnpike was special 
to him for another reason. 

During World War I, Lit-
tle Ed Dyer went to fight along 
with many others in that ugly 
war. After the war, he came 
home and was stationed at Old 
Fort Gordon. Upon getting out 
of the Army, he rode a bus to 
Gainesville, where he caught 
a train to Cleveland. He spent 
the night with a Nix fellow in 
Cleveland, and the next morn-
ing he caught a logging train 
to Helen. He left the town of 
Helen on foot and began walk-
ing. Near the Tesnatee Gap 
on the Logan Turnpike, Little 
Ed hitched a ride with a man 
named Neel. The man was driv-
ing a nice car which was rarely 
seen in Union County during 
this time. Also in the car was 
the man’s wife, his daughter 
and her Nanny. The man told Ed 
that he was about to build a new 
road into Union County and was 
trying to determine which gap to 
bring the road through. Later Ed 
took a job with a crew building 
the new road, and it was built 
through Walasi-yi Gap. Later in 
honor or Mr. Neel, the name of 
the Gap was changed to Neel’s 
Gap.

the kids and the kids-at-heart 
by to see Santa and play some 
Reindeer games. And check-
out the Chamber website for 
other events going on around 
town this week. You don’t 
want to miss them!

Happy Holiday and 
Merry Christmas!

Chamber... 
continued from Page 4A

Georgia Mountains Re-
gional Commission invites 
public input for updates of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan for 
Union County and the City of 
Blairsville

The Georgia Moun-
tains Regional Commission 
(GMRC) is assisting Union 
County and the City of Blairs-
ville with the update of their 
Joint Comprehensive Plan, 
the State required document 
that helps shape and coordi-
nate local work programs for 
the local governments.

As part of this process 
there is a brief online survey 
asking people to give their 
thoughts on select issues and 
priorities for the community.  
This survey will be accessible 
through December 31, 2021 
and is open to anyone with 
a vested interest in the area.  
Anyone wishing to partici-

pate should visit https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/C22N8-
VX.  This link and a copy of 
the current plan will be found 
on the web site for each local 
government by November 23, 
2021.

There will be multiple 
PUBLIC FORUMS open to 
all residents, beginning with 
a session at the Pat Haralson 
Memorial Civic Center (165 
Wellborn St.) on Monday, 
November 29.  This event will 
be from 4-7 PM and is a walk-
in/walk out style forum where 
people are free to come at any 
time, visit multiple stations to 
review materials, submit ques-
tions or comments, and then 
leave at their leisure.   There 
is no fixed presentation.  

Any questions about the 
public involvement process 
can contact Adam Hazell at 
the GMRC as listed above.

Georgia Mountains Regional 
Commission invites public input

December 1, 2021    THE NORTH GEORGIA NEWS Page 5A


	12_1_4A NGN.indd
	12_1_5A NGN.indd


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


